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«First» «Last_name» 

«Company_Name» 

«Field7» 

«address» 

«city», «state» «zip» 

We encourage you to join the East Price Hill Improvement Association for $5.00 per year. By applying, you agree to 

abide by the EPHIA constitution in all actions relating to membership. You also certify that you are eighteen years of 

age or older. Please complete the form and mail it (or bring it to a meeting) along with your dues to EPHIA, PO Box 

5420, Cincinnati, OH 45205. 

I Want to Join EPHIA                                                      Please Print 

 
 Name________________________________________________________________ Date ___________ 

 
 

                     Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

City__________________________________State______________________Zip___________________ 
 
 

Phone (home) ______________________________________ (cell) _____________________________ 
 
 

  Email address______________________________________ Newsletter via email only ______ (Yes/ No) 
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This newsletter is funded by the Neighborhood Support Program of the City of Cincinnati 
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From the President, 
 

It’s been a busy six months since the election and we’re looking forward to another 
information- and event-filled year! 
 

Ginger Boller, EPHIA’s tireless Membership Officer, is resigning to deservedly spend more 
time with her family.  If you or someone you know is interested in stepping into her shoes, the 

Board is accepting nominations to replace her.  We would like to make this appointment on 
Monday June 21 so you and she can spend the summer months (remember- no Membership 
meetings in July and August) transitioning into the role. 

 

 

June Events!  Don’t miss Everyone’s Backyard Picnic June 10 at Mount Echo Park and June 24 at Wilson Commons; the 

McPherson Avenue Street Party June 26; and, the Jazz in the Park Social & Fundraising June 18 @ the Wegman Art Gallery. 
 
Kevin Moore from the Greater Cincinnati Water Works (GCWW) will speak at our June Membership Meeting regarding the City 

Manager’s proposal to create a Water District.  We will also have one or two other speakers as well. 
 
Finally: EPHIA was approached by Talbert House regarding its purchase of two apartment buildings at Grand Avenue & 

Maryland (one of which faces Chateau) for its use in providing market rate housing for graduates of its programs.  The Chateau 
property is partially occupied and the Grand property is vacant.  Talbert House (www.talberthouse.org) sought EPHIA’s input to 

its plans and through several months of meetings and many hours of participation the Board and Talbert House reached consensus 
on a “Good Neighbor Agreement” to help ensure the concerns of East Price Hill residents generally, and the apartment buildings’ 
neighbors specifically, are addressed.  In April the Board voted to approve the Good Neighbor Agreement and Talbert House 

presented its plans to those attending the April Membership Meeting.  A majority of those present voted to support this Agreement 
as well. 
 

It is important to understand that Talbert House is not required to obtain EPHIA’s approval or support for this project, and that 
neither the Board nor the Membership voted to approve or support it; what was ratified is an arm’s length “gentleman’s 

agreement” by which concerns and expectations are documented and against which EPHIA can maintain a measure of observation 
to help ensure Talbert House contributes positively to our neighborhood. 
 

As this project will take one to two years to realize we expect that the Good Neighbor Agreement will be a “living document.”  In 
this issue of the newsletter you’ll find the Agreement for your review and information.  As we go into the fall and winter months 
we hope to facilitate one or more meetings of those residing near the project to help address any outstanding questions.  We are 

also soliciting your interest in participating in the Advisory Council to meet regularly with Talbert House once the facility is 
operational. 
 

In the meantime feel free to let me know of your concerns or questions; I can be reached at info@ephia.org or EPHIA’s phone 
number 549-3744.  I hope to see you June 21

st
 at the Membership Meeting! 

 
Regards, j. 
 

John Schlagetter, President 
 
EPHIA 
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(Minutes (continued from page 2) 
 

 Price Hill Will – Matt Strauss updated on the buy/rehab/sell and demolition of properties through the Neighborhood Stabilization 

Program, the Billy Goat street cleaning project, and the Center for Financial Stability.  Details were available in the May report 

available at the sign-in table. He also described progress in buying 801 Elberon Ave. for redevelopment as senior apartment 

housing.  
 

Old Business  

Talbert House – John Schlagetter said copies of the amended “Good Neighbor Agreement” for the apartments at 960 Grand, which was 

approved at last month’s meeting, were available at the sign-in table.  They will be included in the next newsletter. He noted that Talbert 

House did not need our approval for the project. The Board would like input from members, and especially residents in the vicinity of the 

apartments, to be sure that all concerns are addressed.  Also, additional participation by EPHIA members on the advisory council for the 

apartments is wanted. 
 

New Business 

Jazz Concert – Ray Busche said that EPHIA has received a $400 Entertainment Grant from the Cincinnati Parks Dept. He is working on 

plans for a jazz concert at Mt. Echo Park, probably 9/2 to coincide with RiverFest.  This will be a 3-4 hour evening event with music, food 

and drink. He is looking for volunteers to help with a 6/18 fundraiser at the Warsaw Project Art Gallery.  He is also applying for an Ohio 

Arts Council Grant, which brings a 2-to-1 match to other funds we raise, including in-kind contributions. 

Membership Officer Position Open – Ginger Boller needs to resign due to family obligations.  The Board is seeking nominations for 

appointment to this position.  Ginger will support the transition.  Duties require about 5 hours each month, including computer data entry 

to maintain EPHIA member rolls, and placing 5 signs advertising the meetings. 

Recycling Business at 463 Elberon – Raymond Palma reviewed his efforts to have a 6’x6’ sign advertising his recycling business, and the 

City’s requirement that he obtain a zoning variance to operate at this location.  He described the benefits of his business to the 

neighborhood and asked for EPHIA’s support.  Tom Gamel recommended that he get clarification from Planning Department’s Margaret 

Wuerstle about what he needs from the City, and then come to EPHIA’s Housing & Development Committee, which is chaired by Tom, 

with a specific request. 

EPHIA Advertising at Holy Family Festival – D. Boller/P. Hogan moved that EPHIA spend up to $100 to post a recruiting banner 
at the festival, which runs 6/11-13.  After discussion, the motion passed with all in favor except for three abstentions. 
 

Announcements 

 Patti Hogan said that Kara Ray of Price Hill Will suffered the loss of her unborn child. P.Hogan/K. Rothman moved that EPHIA 

send a sympathy card and contribute $50 to Manna Food Pantry. 

 Mt. Echo Park – Jim Turner reminded of “Everybody’s Backyard Picnic 6/10, and “Shakespeare in the Park” 7/28 at 7:00. 

 Wilson Commons Park – “Everybody’s Backyard Picnic” there is 6/24, 6:00-8:00. 

 Great American Cleanup – Marianna Rothman reviewed highlights of this successful 4/24 activity. 

 McPherson Block Party – Patti Hogan said this Safety CAT event will be on Saturday 6/26, 11:00-3:30. 
 

Adjournment  -  John Schlagetter asked if there was any more business. Hearing none, he adjourned. 

Minutes - Minutes of this meeting submitted by Tom Croft, Secretary.   
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EPHIA Committees: Chairperson: Contact Info: 

NSP: Steve Klatte 
 

NBD: Tom Croft (513) 242-2882 

Parade: Guy Vollrath (513) 244-2149 

Problem Properties: Dan Boller (513) 471-4183 

EPHIA Policy & Bylaws John Schlagetter jschlagetter@yahoo.com 

Web Site: John Lauck 513-252-2480 

 

EPHIA Committees: Chairperson: Contact Info: 

Beautification: position open 
 

Business District: position open 
 

Citizens on Patrol: Ken Rothman (513) 471-1912 

Housing & Development: Tom Gamel (513) 921-5961 

Membership: Ginger Boller 
 

Newsletter: Patti Hogan (513) 251-8538 

 

 

EAST PRICE HILL IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Regular Meeting – May 17, 2010 – Draft for Approval 
Call to Order  -  President John Schlagetter opened the meeting at 7:36 pm at the Elberon United Methodist Church with the Pledge of 

Allegiance, followed by roll call:  

President John Schlagetter X Director Steve Klatte X 

Vice President Tom Gamel X Director John Lauck X 

Record. Secty. Tom Croft X Director Jim Turner X 

Corresp. Secty. Melissa Wegman X Director John Wall X 

Treasurer John Ridder Excsd Trustee Ted Bird, Jr. Excsd 

Mbrshp. Offcr. Ginger Boller X Trustee Ken Rothman X 

Director Bob Greenlee, Sr. X Trustee Blanche Underwood X 

Director Frank Hollister X    

A quorum was established. 

 

Minutes – 4/19/10 minutes were approved on a motion by D. Busch/R. Greenlee.   

Communications – Melissa Wegman said that the two significant items were receipt of the agreement for our Neighborhood Support 

Program funding, and approval of Ray Busche’s application for a $400 Entertainment Grant from the Parks Dept.  

Treasurer’s Report – In John Ridder’s absence, Tom Croft reviewed the report for the  month ended 4/19/10. 

Membership Report – Ginger Boller reported no renewals or new members for April. 

 

Visitors – John Schlagetter announced the presence of: Raymond Palma, who has a business at 463 Elberon, Maggie Kelly of Xavier 

University’s Philosophy, Politics & the Public Program, and Rachel Rice of the Parks Board Nature Education Program. 

 

Other Reports 

 Fire Dept. – Lt. Herth of Ladder Company #17 reviewed fire and EMS calls for his unit and Engine #17. He said that EPH is not 

affected by “brown-out” cost saving measures. 

 Police Dept. –  PO Richard Minella filled in for PO Jennifer Dawson of District 3 and reviewed EPH crime stats for April vs. year 

ago. He introduced Capt. Russ Neville, District 3’s new commander.  Capt. Neville then spoke to express his enthusiasm for the 

assignment, and to relate his experience and commitment to community engagement.  He gave several examples.  Finally, he 

reviewed the results of the recent Price Hill Enforcement Project, which resulted in 27 arrests and 53 indictments. John 

Schlagetter reviewed updated data he had gathered at the CPD website.  Capt. Neville had experience leading the CPD stat unit, 

which continues to work on upgrading reporting formats. 

 Probation – Probation Officer Marie Mortenson noted Probation’s follow-up activities to the “sweep” project discussed by Capt. 

Neville, and thanked the neighborhood for its patience as they worked on the project. 

 Citizens on Patrol – Ken Rothman said that Patti Hogan had just received the Price Hill COP Community Achievement  Award 

for her work in support of District 3.  Patti Hogan said there will be a West Price Hill COP fundraiser at Jim & Jack’s on 6/4.  She 

described opportunities for citizen involvement through Safety Walks, Good Guy Loitering, and Court Watch.  

 

Presentations  – John Schlagetter interrupted “Other Reports” for visitors to present on the following. 

Cincinnati Streetcar Project – Maggie Kelly reported on the Xavier University Philosophy, Politics & the Public  Program’s study of the 

streetcar as a motivator of interest in public transit as a solution to traffic congestion and pollution. 

Cincinnati Parks Board “Nature Next Door” Program – Rachel Rice of CPB said this 1½ hour activity featuring crafts and games will run 

6/15 – 8/3 at Dempsey Park.  She also reminded of “Everybody’s Backyard Picnics” 6/10 at Mt. Echo and 6/24 at Wilson Commons.  

Canoeing at Rapid Run will be 6/17. 
 

Other Reports (continued) 

 Housing & Development Committee – No report. 

 Problem Properties – Dan Boller said the committee sent letters of support for public nuisance declarations of 2549 Warsaw and 

1016 Purcell at the 4/30 hearing.  He attended the 5/14 hearing to support nuisance declarations for 626 Hawthorne and 801 

Elberon (8
th
 & Elberon). Cincinnati Preservation and Price Hill Will spoke against the nuisance declaration of 626 Hawthorne. 

Dan reviewed current legal issues of Wayne Eccard, owner of 801 Elberon. 

 Neighborhood Support Fund – Steve Klatte said EPHIA has its contract for 2010 spending. 

 Neighborhood Business District Support Fund – John Lauck said our 2010 proposal will be under contract at the end of next 

week. He asked for volunteers to assist with planting flowers in the Warsaw planting pots. 

 

 

Announcements… 

   June 21, 2010 General Membership Meeting presenters… 

 Derek Howard architect and Robin Brandon of CPS presenting the new Quebec Heights School design 

 Kevin Moore w/ GCWW presenting on the City Manager's proposal to create a Water District 

 LaTonya Springs from HOME presenting on Fair Housing laws  

 The new principal of Riverside Academy introducing himself 

Events… 

 Please visit www.ephia.org for a calendar of upcoming events. 

http://www.ephia.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions posed to Talbert House and Talbert House response in blue and red    

(continued from page 5) 

7. What has Talbert House done to evaluate the impact on their clients of the buildings’ location next to a known drug “hot 

spot?”   Many of our facilities are located in drug "hot spots".   

There has been no study of this nature done.  The goal is to keep clients successful and to reduce access to situations that will 

compromise their recovery.  We believe the security measures, tenant policies and onsite property manager will deter residents 

from becoming involved in these negative behaviors.   

 

9. Who has Talbert House consulted with at District 3 Police Headquarters, and what was their advice? 

Capt. Frye has been given an overview of project.  She suggested three things from a safety standpoint:  1. Onsite Manager 2. 

Cameras 3.  Secure doors and windows.  The project has already taken these three measures into consideration.   She reiterated 

that the neighborhood and police are concerned about high drug and burglary rates in the area and I shared with her that we are 

also concerned about that for our clients.  She reiterated that that compliance with the Chronic Nuisance Ordinance is strongly 

supported in the district and they would work with us to indentify residents or issues of concern.   The Right of Entry Letter 

was discussed and explained.  The letter will be filed with CPD when the building is occupied and stickers will be placed on 

all the doors that let police officers know they have access to the common areas of the building. 

 

10. What is the proportion of Talbert House clients currently located in zip codes 45204, 45205 and 45211 relative to total 

population?  What are the same statistics for the City of Cincinnati and Hamilton County? 

At a single point in time, there were 1034 clients (out of a total of 8,987) living in the 3 zip codes as documented in our 

automated clinical document system.  (11%).  We also have other clients who are served that are tracked in separate data bases.  

We will try to secure the data as requested above.  

An updated data run looking across all programs (Talbert House, Centerpoint Health and Gateways) and zip codes revealed the 

following: 

Total Clients = 10,446 

       Price Hill = 1,231 (12%) 

       Cincinnati = 4,878 (47%) 

Hamilton County = 8,169 (78%) 

  

11. What were the zip codes of Talbert House clients now living in 45204, 45205 and 45211 before their arrest or commitment? 

This is not data to which we currently have access.  However, we do know that the majority of the clients we serve are being 

seen in outpatient settings which would mean that they are living in their community before and during their course of 

treatment.    

 

12. How many Talbert House clients residing in the City of Cincinnati had addresses outside of Cincinnati at the time of their 

arrest or commitment? What is their proportion of total Talbert House clients residing in the City? 

This question relates to 10 and 11 above.  We may not be able to fully obtain this data as requested but will be running data to 

see what we can provide.   

 

Updated 5/24/10 

 

Draft Good Neighbor Agreement 

Between 

Talbert House 

And 

East Price Hill Improvement Association (EPHIA) 

 

The Project – Talbert House is purchasing a foreclosed property located at 960 Grand Avenue in East Price Hill.  When 

renovated, the property will include 40+ single bedroom units (Building A) and a separate building of eleven market rate 

two bedroom apartments (Building B).  The single bedroom units will provide housing for our successful clients who were 

in our substance abuse and mental health programs.   

East Price Hill is defined by the Official Streets Designated in EPHIA’s Handbook and as recognized by the City of 

Cincinnati.  It is not defined by the Statistical Neighborhood Approximation (SNA) boundaries. 

 

Property – In order to create and maintain a peaceful, safe and beautiful neighborhood,   

 Talbert House will: 

 Provide a full-time onsite manager at the facility who is not a graduate of a Talbert House program and has 

property management experience comparable with this project  

 Renovate and maintain the building and grounds in good condition complying with the Cincinnati Municipal 

Code generally & its Zoning, Housing, & Neighborhood Quality of Life Uniform Codes specifically as they 

may apply, including but not limited to: 

o Promptly make any needed repairs 

o Keep the building and grounds clean and neat in appearance, including landscaping 

o Maintain a well-lighted facility and grounds 

 Promote activities of the EPHIA to residents to encourage them to become involved in volunteer efforts to 

improve and maintain the community 

 Not provide onsite treatment by Talbert House or any third parties; however, resident Case Management and 

sober support activities including non-residents shall be permitted in the identified community room 

 Not provide directly or through third parties dispensing of medication 

 Maintain and landscape the grassy portion of the right-of-way on the north side of Maryland Avenue from 

Grand Avenue to Morrow Place 

 Enter into an “Adopt-A-Block” contract with Keep Cincinnati Beautiful, annually copied to EPHIA, 

encompassing Grand Avenue from Warsaw to Price; Chateau from Maryland to Price; Summit from Maryland 

to Price; Maryland from Grand to Morrow, and Price from Grand to Summit.  These rights of way shall be 

policed not less than two times weekly 

 Not propose to establish additional such properties in East Price Hill without a prior affirmative vote of the 

residents and Members of EPHIA present for such a vote called in accordance with EPHIA’s Constitution and 

Bylaws then in effect 

 Not erect building, wall, roof, ground, monument, pole or other signage identifying the property as a Talbert 

House facility 

East Price Hill Improvement Association will: 

 Promptly notify the Talbert House contact of any issues regarding the condition of the property upon notice to 

EPHIA  

 Develop volunteer activities inclusive of all neighborhood residents 

 

Communication   - To develop and maintain positive relationships throughout the community, both parties will help each 

other address concerns and solve problems.    

Talbert House will: 

 Regularly attend and participate in the EPHIA meetings.  Information regarding the progress on the project and 

occupancy will be shared at the meetings 

 Respond promptly to concerns express by neighbors or community members 

 Add 2 or more EPHIA members to the Advisory Board  

 Establish and issue a report card on such indicators as may be deemed important and desirable to EPHIA for the 

purpose of understanding the demographics of Talbert House’s tenants 

 

 

(continued on page 4) 

- 3 - 

 
- 6 - 

 



 

 

 

Draft Good Neighbor Agreement 

Between 

Talbert House 

And 

East Price Hill Improvement Association (EPHIA) 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

 

East Price Hill Improvement Association will: 

 Notify Talbert House of any repeated issues, problems or patterns of behavior that cause the community concern and 

seek resolution 

 Serve as a vehicle for communication between neighbors, the community and Talbert House including sharing 

information, appreciation, progress and concerns 

 

Resident Conduct and Behavior – To support law abiding, productive neighbors with conduct and behavior that is respectful and 

contributes to the quality of the community,   

 As related to Building A, Talbert House will: 

 Establish and enforce rules to  encourage respect among residents and prescribe lawful behavior for residents and 

guests 

 Prohibit firearms  

 Prohibit alcohol and other substances on premises  

 Prohibit violent offenders, sex offenders and  arsonists  

 Only rent to adults (single and couples) 

 Provide case management/supportive services for the residents 

 Prohibit loitering on the premises or grounds by non-residents or itinerant vendors 

 Maintain and copy to EPHIA a Right of Entry Letter for public & common areas with the Cincinnati Police 

Department 

 Seek first to populate the property with established residents of East Price Hill prior to opening residency to candidates 

not living in East Price Hill at the time of adoption of this Agreement 

Regardless of local or remote central supervision: provide hard drive recording of video surveillance with such resolution and 

retention  consistent with CPD then-current recommendations 

East Price Hill Improvement Association will: 

 Offer suggestions and advice in developing protocols that promote good behavior while respecting individual rights 

and freedoms of residents 

 Support residents in their efforts to engage in the community 

 

 

Draft 1/19/10  

Rev 4/8/10 

Rev 4/9/10 

Rev 4/16/10 

Rev 4/19/10 

 

Questions posed to Talbert House and Talbert House response in blue and red 

1. What is meant by “successful clients who were in our substance abuse and mental health programs” and “program 

graduates?”    

Each Talbert House program has criteria for what is considered a successful completion.  For example, a residential 

treatment program successful completion usually involves abstinence from using substances for a specified period of 

time, attending and participating in all required and/or recommended treatment services, making progress on his/her 

own individual treatment goal, following resident rules, and possibly finding employment and housing.  Successful 

completion for an outpatient program would include compliance with treatment, making progress toward goals and 

abstaining from substance use.  Clients often need some level of ongoing services (treatment, case management) and 

community support (support groups such as AA) to assist them with maintaining that level of functioning or sobriety. 

    

2. What estimated proportion of these clients will be under court supervision?    

This information is not readily available but we are trying to see if we can get a reliable estimate.  In the future we will 

collect that data for clients admitted to the program when it opens to include in a report to the community.   

 

We polled the managers of the programs most likely to refer clients for housing to give us an estimate of how many of 

their clients are under court supervision.  Combined, that total was 4%.  (103 of 2349 clients) 

 

3. How will this apartment building be different than a designated halfway house operated by Talbert House, such as the 

facilities discussed in the Cincinnati Enquirer’s March 13 story on SOS Hall?    

The East Price Hill project is not a halfway house.  Halfway houses provided structured treatment within the facility, 

monitor movement, and are used as a step up or step down from a hospital, jail/prison, or behavioral health referral and 

may be part of a court order.  The Grand Development will be an apartment building in which residents voluntarily 

choose to live, pay rent (subsidized) and maintain their own unit.  They will receive ongoing case management support 

to ensure they remain successful in their recovery.  The apartment complex will not be identified as a Talbert House 

program. 

 

4. What are the different kinds of housing provided by Talbert House, and how many units are there of each? 

Talbert House operates over 800 residential beds throughout southwest Ohio.  These include a community based 

correctional facility (100 beds), halfway houses (350),  treatment programs for adults and adolescents (350), and small 

housing units for people with mental illness or developmental disabilities (30).  In addition, we also oversee over 150 

scattered site apartment placements.  

  

5. What is the estimated proportion of the proposed apartment units to be occupied by drug addicts?  People with mental 

health issues?   

There is no established target.  It is our belief that the vast majority will come from our substance abuse treatment 

programs.  Talbert House can collect that data for clients admitted to the program when it opens to include in a report to 

the community. 

 

6. What is the expected relapse rate of addicts who will be living in the apartments, whether based on Talbert House’s own 

statistics, or other studies?  People with mental health issues?    

The majority of people in recovery do relapse or decompensate as it is a part of the disease.  Statistics on this vary, 

based on gender, substance abuse, etc.  One estimate is that about 34% of treated adults fail to complete a 12-month 

period of abstinence following treatment.  The goal of the program is that with the ongoing support and a drug free 

living environment, that they will remain successful in their recovery.   If they are not, action will be taken to move 

them to another living situation.   

8. When there is a relapse and individuals are evicted, where do they go?    

During the eviction process, case managers will assist them with finding an alternative step down placement.  This could 

include a local shelter, an inpatient treatment center, etc.  

 

 

 (continued on page 6) 
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